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JOSE  HABANA 


called  rs  a  witness  on  bobnlf  of  the  Prosecution,  being  first 
duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  testified  os  follows: 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION 

q  (By  Cop to in  Fill)  Will  you  stote  your  none? 

A  Jose  Fabono . 

Q  Where  do  you  reside? 

A  Colonbn,  Laguna. 

Q  What  is  your  nationality? 

A  Filipino. 

Q  Fow  old  are  you? 

A  Thirty-five  years. 

q  Were  you  residing  in  Crlonba,  Laguna  Province,  during 

February  of  this  year? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

q  Do  you  recall  going  to  tie  Catholic  Church  in  Colrnba 
on  12  February  194-5*? 

A  Yes,  sir, 

q  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  the  occasion  for  you 
going  to  that  place? 

A  Well,  it  was  in  the  norning  of  February  12,  — 

Q  Speak  a  little  louder. 

A  (Continuing)  —  1945,  v.-hen  a  Japanese,  four  of  then, 

went  to  our  place  —  our  house.  I  mean.  They  talked  with 

ny  father  and  say  tvot  there  will  be  a  meeting  in  the  churc.  • 
And  we  were  around  six  that  v/erc  taken  — 

Q  Did  this  Japanese  speak  Tagalog? 

A  Well,  they  speak  a  little. 

q  Enough  so  that  you  could  understand  what  he  v/a.nted  you 
to  do? 

A  Yes. 

q  Did  he  tell  you  v/hy? 

A  They  say  there  will  be  e  meeting,  and  the  captain 
wants  to  meet  us  there, 

Q  Did  they  take  both  the  men  and  women  of  your  household? 


To  the  church? 
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A  No;  it  is  only  the  nen  that  they  have  taken. 

Q  And  whet  tine  did  you  arrive  et  the  church? 

A  That  is  around,  I  think,  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

C*  And  when  you  arrived  there  did  you  find  other  people 

gathered  at  the  church? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

q  How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  church  that  day? 

A  Until  around  5«00  five  to  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q  And  during  tVc  tine  that  you  were  there  at  the  church, 
con  you  give  the  Commission  an  estimate  of  how  nany  people 
were  gathered  there? 

A  Well,  to  ny  estimation,  sir,  around  2,000. 

Q  Can  you  give  the  approximate  dimensions  of  the  church, 

or  the  space  in  the  church  where  these  people,  these  2,000 
persons  wore  gathered? 

A  Well,  this  is  only  rn  cstinatci  Well,  the  length  of 
the  churcr,  I  think,  is  around  about  50  to  70  meters  in 
length,  and  the  width  is  around,  I  think,  around  20.  But 
it  is  better  —  I  think  they  have  taken  the  picture,  and 
it  is  better. 

Q  Wc  don't  have  the  picture  here.  It  is  a  very  large 
church,  in  comparison  uith  the  churches  hero  in  the 
Philippines? 

A  Yes,  it  is  a  very  lerge  church. 

Q  Nov,  did  the  Japanese  hold  any  kind  of  a  meeting  there 

at  the  church  that  dry? 

A  No,  but  wc  expected  that. 

C  Did  they  tell  the  persons  gathered  there  anything  more 
about  v;hct  they  were  going  to  do  with  you  after  you  arrived? 

A  No.  It  is  only  —  our  presumption  was  only  — 

Q  Well,  did  they  tell  you  anything? 

A  Nothing. 

0  Then  you  say  you  left  there  about  four  or  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon? 

A  Well,  in  our  bunch. 

Q  Had  other  persons  left  the  church  before  that  during 
the  day? 

A  Yes,  sir, 

Q  And  toll  the  Cornission  about  the  people  leaving  the 

church  during  the  afternoon. 
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L  Wei  1 ,  it  is  after  lunch  tine;  there  were  trucks  out¬ 
side  the  church. 

^  Were  these  Japanese  trucks? 

Yes,  sir.  They  take  around  rbout  30  to  40  persons, 
rnd  hove  then  brought  in  the  truck. 

q  Taking  then  away  fron  the  church? 

A  Yes,  away  fron  the  church, 

q  Did  they  ell  go  in  the  srnc  direction? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

G  And  did  this  continue  during  the  efternoon,  tvet  is, 
the  taking  of  persons  away  in  the  truck? 


A 


Yes. 


V/ere  p.ll  the  persons  gathered  there  in  the  church  non? 


Yes.  non. 


Q  And  when  they  took  you  away  nt  four  or  five  o'clock 
in  the  nfternoon,  where  did  they  take  you  to? 


A  We  were  taken  to  the  Barrio  of  Real. 

q  How  far  is  that  fron  the  town  of  Calanba? 

A  It  is  around  one  and  a  half  nilcs. 

C  And  can  you  tell  the  Conr.ission  about  how  nany  was  on 
the  truck  that  you  were  on? 

A  I  think  we  were  around  30  to  40, 

^  Go  ahead  and  tell  the  Conr.ission  just  where  the 

Japanese  took  you  and  what  they  did  to  you  after  you  arrived 


at  your  destination. 

A  When  we  arrived  in  Real  where  the  truck  stopped,  it 
4  _  no+  frr  fron  the  house  where  we  v/ere  being  taken,  an. 
we  each  of  us,  were,  required  to  bow  when  the  truck  st  ppc  , 
so* that  each  of  us  were  ordered  to  go  down.  one  by  one.  In 
ny  ease,  when  it  was  ny  turn,  when  I  went  down  the  truck 

^  You  neon  when  you  Junped  off  the  truck? 

A  Yes.  (Continuing)  —  a  Japanese  took  ny  arns  and  had 
nc  tied  in  ny  back, 

q  Tied  your  hands  behind  your  back? 

A  Yes,  behind  ny  back.  And  then  blindfolded  nc  with  a 
cloth, 

0  Hr.d  you  seen  the  Jr.prnosc  do  the  sene  thing  nith  other 
persons  thr.t  hrd  jur-ped  off  the  truck  chord  of  you? 
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A  No.  because  v/t  wort  token  one  by  one,  end  we  can't 
sec  whei  is  going  on. 

Q  And  where  did  they  take  you  to  then? 

A  Then  I  was  taken  in  the  bouse,  farther  from  the  plrcc 
wc  wore:  we  stopped*  I  wo 3  brought  out  by  a  Japanese  to 
the  stairs  of  tne  bouse,  end  then  fron  the  stairs  there 
ere  Japanese  that  nect  ne  there* 

Q  Wore  you  taken  upstairs  to  the  bouse? 

A  Yes,  I  was  taken  upstairs  of  the  house. 

Q  What  did  they  do  to  you  upsteirs? 

A  When  I  was  taken  upstairs,  then  they  let  ne  seated 

in  a  bench,  and  that  is  whet  I  feel:  it  is  a  bench.  And 

there  they  begin  to  stab  ne,  bayonet  nc. 

Q  How  nany  tines  did  they  bayonet  you? 

A  Sovcral  tines. 

Q-  How  nany? 

A  Well,  after  I  have  been  nessecrcd,  about  seven  wounds. 

Q  And  tell  the  Connission  where  those  wou&ds  arc  on 

your  body. 

A  The  principal  thing  is  in  the  chest,  near  the  heert* 

Q  How  nany? 

A  Here  is  about  two  (indicating),  and  one  here  near  to 
ny  sexual  (indicating),  end  one  in  the  shoulder  (indicating) 
two  here. 

Q  Well,  after  you  were  bayoneted  did  you  rote in  your 
consciousness? 

A  Yes. 

Q  Did  you  fell  to  the  floor? 

A  I  fell  on  sono  bodies. 

Q  On  some  bodies? 

A  Yes. 

0  Well,  after  that  were  you  able  to  get  the  blindfold 
off  your  eyes  and  renove  the  rope  fron  your  ams? 

A  Yes,  it  was  after. 

Q  How  long  afterwards? 

A  It  is  about  a  half-hour. 

q  And  when  you  renovod  the  blindfold,  tell  the  Connission 

whet  you  saw  there  in  this  room* 
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A  When  I  renoved  ny  bonds  end  the  clot*'  t'v.t  .  •  - 

folded  nc,  I  sav;  five  feet,  p.round  five  feet  cf  botxcs. 
Sonc  were  still  clivc. 

Q  You  ncan  bodies  strcke.d  five  feet  high  in  the  roon? 

A  Five  feet  V'igh  in  the  room* 

£  Hoy;  large  a  roon  was  this? 

A  It  is  around  about  15  neters  long,  about  three  to 
four  rioters  wide* 

Q  A  very  large  roon? 

A  It  is  a  houses  there  is  no 'roon,  v;hat  they  call.  It 
is  the  whole  fron  the  sain  up  to  the  kitchen  is  one  roon. 

q  Can  you  give  the  Connission  an  estimate  of  about  how 
nany  bodies  you  think  wore  in  that  roon? 

A  Well,  to  ny  estimate  it  is  around  5^0,  because  of 
the  heaps  of  the  bodies  that  are  tvcre, 

Whet  did  you  do  then,  after  you  were  able  to  free 
your  hands  and  renove  your  blindfold? 

A  I  have  to  —  when  I  stood  up  sonebody  called  ne,  and 
it  is  ny  brother,  ny  youngest  brother,  and  he  is  already 
loosing  his  tic,  and  I  told  hin  to  keep  low,  because  there 
is  still  Japanese  around  the  house, 

0,  How  long  did  you  rena.in  there  in  that  house  then? 

Well,  we  have  to  remain  around  about  15  ninutes. 
c;  What  did  you  do  then? 

A  I  have  to  wait  for  the  fire  to  be  big  enough  so 
that  we  will  net  be  detected  in  jumping  fron  the  house. 

Q  Ycu  nca.n  tte  house  was  on  fire  when  you  left? 

A  Yes, 

Q  Do  you  know  how  the  house  caught  fire? 

A  Well,  whet  I  have  heard  is  only  the  shot,  and  then 
the  fire  started, 

Q  You  didn't  see  the  house  set  afire? 

A  Yes. 

C*  Well,  then,  you  were  able  to  escape  fron  the  house? 

A  Yes.  The  fire  was  around  about  one  and  a  hPlf  neters 

fron  where  I  jumped,  when  ny  brother  and  ne-  jumped  fron 

the  house, 

Q  Did  you  junp  out  of  the  upstairs  window,  ycu  nca.n? 

A  Nc,  in  the  back.  We  have  to  turn  down  the  walls  cf 
the  kitchen  so  that  we  could  pass  there  undetected. 
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^  Hot/  arny  of  y~ur  relatives  were  killed  by  the  Japanese 
there  et  Cclp.nbe  that  ley,  if  you  know? 

A  There  were  four. 

d  Whet  ere  their  names? 

A  There  is  ny  father,  Doctor  Hr.bc.nej  ny  brother.  Mrrir.no 
Lscucto ;  Balbino  AlcJc.rj  ny  ycunger  brother,  T'orreio. 

L  Now.  of  those  22000  people,  or  about  2,000  people 
that  you  sew  there  in  the  church ,  were  they  civilians? 

A  Yes. 

C,  Were  they  erned  in  any  we y? 

A  Not  even  o  single  bclo. 

'H  Were  they  offering  any  resistance  to  the  Japanese? 


C  And  the  Jr  pane se  that  you  sew  there  in  Calacbc  that 
dry,  end  these  that  took  you  cut  to  the  Brrrio  keel,  to 
which  branch  of  the  Japanese  rimed  forces  did  they  belong? 

A  Well,  thet  is  whet  I  don't  knew,  but  they  are  with 
the  regular  stars. 

Q  Stars? 

A  Yes,  with  stars. 

CAPTAIN  KILL;  Take  the  witness. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION 

q  (By  Captain  Reel)  These  2,000  civilians  —  dc  you 

knew  whether  any  of  then  werG  guerrillas? 


You  don't  knew? 

I  don't  knew. 

Do  you  knew  whether  any  of  then  helped  the  guerrillas? 
Help? 

You  don't  knew  whether  any  of  then  helped  the  guerrillas? 
I  don't  knew. 

Sc  you  don't  know  thrt  they  were  noncor.botant  civilians? 


A  I  don't  knev/ 


CAPTAIN  RIXL:  Thet  is  ell. 
CAPTAIN  FILL*  Thrt  is  all. 


(Y/itness  excused) 


j  i  K  £  £  B  I  I  E  I  £-4  1  E’  ; 

«  R.  C*  XltfG,  linger,  Inf.  (TD)  M'-^tivc  bfficcr, 

™  *,  *  -  *  '  ■  <  i 

Lcj.r.1  ificction^Gcncrr.l  Headquarters,  £u?rcnc  Coi.rxnCcr 

I  4  ( 

for  the  Allied  Powers,  do  hereby  certify  that  Eocuncnt  2P°4 
is  c  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  transcript  of  the  testinony 
offered  by  JOSE  HABANA  in  the  trial  cf  the  ease  against 
Tonoyuki  YAMASKITA ,  General,  Inperial  Jcpr.nesc  Amy,  before 
p  Llilitcry  Ccir.ission  in  Manila;  and  that  the  whole  record 
cf  the  ease,  including  the  transcript  of  ell  tcstinonles 
taken,  cs  well  cs  the  affidavits  r.dnittcd  in  evidence,  arc 
now  on  file  with  this  Section. 


Witness,!  /s/  John  R.  Pritchard 
Sv/orn  to  before  ac  this  20th.  dry 
cf  Noveuber,  194-6,  Tokyo,  Japan, 

John  R.  Pritchard 

Caot.,  Inf. 

Summary  Court 
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